2026 CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIP – A/AA SECTION 4							
TO:  		Athletic Directors of XC Section 4

· Please distribute the following information to your XC coaches and runners - 
The 2026 A/AA Section 4 Cross Country Championships will be held at Chatham University Eden Hall campus in Gibsonia, PA on Tuesday, October 6, 2026.  The races will be run with multiple starts – the boys’ varsity race will be run first followed by the girls’ varsity race.  Following these two races, a joint JV race will be run.  Races will start in 45-minute intervals.  The timeline is as follows:

Tuesday, October 6th 
· 2:00 pm	Teams may begin arriving for warm-up.  Please do not arrive before 2 pm.
· 3:30 pm	Boys’ Varsity race
· 4:15 pm	Girls’ Varsity race
· 5:00 pm	Combined (boys & girls) JV race
Guidelines for the day
· Please do not arrive prior to 2 pm on race day.  Teams will not be permitted on site until 2 pm.

· Buses are permitted to drop off at the race site and will be able to park on Chatham University Eden Hall campus.  We are also trying to secure additional parking for the event.  Please stay tuned for additional parking information.

· EMS will be on site for the race; however, schools are responsible for providing their athletes with athletic training assistance if needed.  In addition, schools should travel with their own water/hydration.

· Starting box assignments will be distributed prior to the Sectional meet.
Additional information
COST: The cost for each team will be $200.  Please make payments to:  Shady Side Academy Athletics.  Please mail or bring payment the day of the event.
If mailing your payment, please send to: SSA Athletics, 423 Fox Chapel Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238.
If a formal invoice is needed to provide payment, please contact Erika Cooper at ecooper@shadysideacademy.org .  We will be happy to provide an invoice for you.
TEAM ENTRIES: Eight runners may be listed and enter the varsity races.  The top five finishers from each school will count toward the team scoring.  A maximum of 10 boys and 10 girls JV runners per school will be permitted to enter the race.
 SCORING: The first five runners of each team will constitute the total team score, with the 6th and 7th runners displacing.  Wolf Creek Timing Services will be scoring each pair of teams as a dual meet.  Ties in the team scoring in the Sectional Championship event will be decided by comparing the 6th place finishers for the tied teams.  If one team does not have a sixth-place finisher, the team with a sixth-place finisher will prevail.  In a situation where neither of the teams in a tie have a sixth-place finisher, the team score will be resolved by totaling the score of the first 4 runners.
FINISH LINE PROCEDURES: Timing and scoring of the runners will be provided by Wolf Creek Timing Services.  Runners must cross over the mats provided at the finish line to record their time.  If there is a malfunction of a time or a time does not record, the race director will approve the video confirmation or runners to the finish.  Results are official when posted with the approval of the Tournament Director.  Clerical or team scoring errors may be corrected for 48 hours following the conclusion of the meet.  Appeals regarding the misapplication of rules must be filed within 30 minutes after the results have been announced or made official.
TIMING: The timing of the meet will be provided by Wolf Creek Timing.  A video camera will document the finish line for review of close finishes.
UNIFORMS: The PIAA has adopted this NFHS uniform rule 4-3 without modifications.
AWARDS: The awards ceremony will be held at approximately 5:30 pm following the races.  Medals will be awarded for the top 10 individual finishers for the boys’ and the girls’ race.
PARKING: Parking fees will not be charged to park at the Sectional Championship.  Parking will be limited and we ask that spectators be prepared to park and walk to the race site.  We are trying to secure additional parking options and will distribute this information when it is available. 
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