2026 Midwest Home/Small School
Cross Country Championships
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Saturday, October 17, 2026
(For homeschooled athletes and non-State affiliated schools)

Location:  Northview Church, 12900 Hazel Dell Pkwy, Carmel, Indiana 46033
Hosted by:  Indy Genesis

Eligibility:
For an athlete to be eligible for this meet (in all events except the Open 5k), they must be:
1. At least 51% homeschooled (a homeschooled athlete taking college courses must be taking them as a high school student as a part of a dual credit program)
2. Or in a Junior/Senior High School that is not state-affiliated (a member of a state association) or in a school system whose high school is not state-affiliated
3. Or a small private/non-public Middle School or K-8 School with an enrollment in grades 6th-8th of 175 or less
4. Or in a school system that does not have a Cross Country or Track & Field program
5. Or in a club where the athlete does not also attend a state-affiliated school with a Cross-Country program.
6. AND has not had their 19th birthday prior to Sept 1st of the year of the competition.
7. [bookmark: _Hlk169725495][bookmark: _Hlk188644082]AND must not have graduated from high school, whether homeschooled or from public or private school.

Any athlete (including coaches, parents, siblings, etc.) may run in the Open 5k, even if they are not eligible to compete in other divisions. 

Meet Divisions:
· Elementary boys / girls, up to and including 5th grade. (2k Race)
· Middle School boys / girls, includes 6th - 8th grades. Athletes in grade 5 can run-up to make an MS team if desired. (3K Race)
· High School boys / girls, includes 9th - 12th grades. Athletes in grade 8 can run-up to make an HS team if desired. (5K Race)


Registration / Payment:
Registration for all divisions (except the Open 5K) will be done at in.milesplit.com
An unlimited number of runners is allowed in all divisions.
Cost: $20 per athlete, $100 per gender/division, $400 team max across all divisions (HS/MS/EL)
Payment will be made directly in MileSplit (new in 2026). Cash payment will not be accepted.

· All athletes must be registered by 11:59 pm on Wednesday, week of the meet.
· The athlete’s grade/year of graduation is required. 
· Bib packets will only be handed out if payment has been made.

Open 5k:  Cost: Free (optional suggested donation of up to $5 to help defray costs).
Register:  https://runsignup.com/Race/IN/Carmel/Open5KMidwestHomeSmallSchoolChampionship
[bookmark: _heading=h.hw9ptk7qp4fw]
[bookmark: _heading=h.aopfftsuzt3o]Scoring:
Scoring will be the first 5 places for a team with places 6 and 7 displacing other teams’ top 5 athletes.  Any other athletes beyond 7th for a team are dropped from team scoring but can still receive an individual award.

Awards:
Team Awards:
· Team trophies will be awarded for 1st and 2nd place in all divisions.  
· 7 Team medals will be handed out to the first, second, and third place teams in each division.

Individual awards for HS/MS:
· Medals for top 7 individuals
· First place will also receive a ring
· Ribbons are awarded for:
· 8th - 20th for HS girls, MS boys MS girls
· 8th - 25th for HS boys (based on 20% of those who competed last year)

Individual awards for Elementary: 
· Medals for top 3 individuals
· Ribbons will be awarded to places 4th – 20th

Miscellaneous Notes:
· Concessions will be available.
· Event wear with the meet logo will be available for purchase on-site.
· Port-a-lets will be available around the course.
· Teams may set up camps along the road or in the pine trees, must be 10’ from course.
· Course:
· PDF copies of maps are included on milesplit event home page and can be viewed at the registration table. 
· A gator will lead the races.  
· The course consists of a low-cut grass path with high grass borders and a short dirt path through some woods.  It crosses a church road a couple of times. Spikes may be worn.
· The course will be mowed and caution tape and/or cones to help runners follow the assigned course. Spotters will also be stationed in key spots.
Schedule of events:
8:00-9:00am	Team Check-in / Walk/Run course 
8:35 am  	Coaches/Volunteer meeting
8:55 am  	Opening Ceremony (Devotion/National Anthem)
9:25 am	Girls High School 5K
10:10 am	Boys High School 5k
10:55 am 	HS AWARDS -- Or as soon as HS results are available 
11:15 am 	Girls Middle School 3K 
11:40 am 	Boys Middle School 3K 
12:05 pm 	Girls Elementary 2k 
12:25 pm 	Boys Elementary 2k 
12:45 pm	MS AWARDS -- Or as soon as MS/EL results are available
1:15 pm 	Open 5k (free event - no official awards)

Hard stop for Open race on a good weather day is 1:55 pm. If not started by 1:30, it may be dropped to allow for on-site evening church activities.

Note: With good weather, races need to be done by 2 pm.  If weather pushes start times, the Open 5k will be dropped, and awards may need to run concurrently with races. Any start times of races we push past 2:30 pm may need to be dropped. 

Midwest Championship Event Apparel:
Customizable apparel for the meet can be purchased online and shipped to your home. Apparel will also be available for purchase on-site at the event.

https://shop.finedesigns.com/midland/midwesthomesmallschoolxc/
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For questions, send an email to scheduler.crosscountry@indygenesis.com. 
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